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Foreign—

Notwithstanding wild rumors of fmn-
pending trouble in Belfast Easier Sun-
day not a single casualty has heen -
reported. An unusually large nuinher
of holdups, carried out by armied ‘en,
occurred Easter evenimg, but no big

amounts were secured by the highway.
men, -

The allied and Russian delegates to
the Genoa économic conference have
reached a complete agreement on the
Hiquidation of Russia’s old debts, The
‘Soviet delegates agreed to recognize
a8 valid all of Russta’s debts contract-
«d previous to the war. This is an.
other victory for Lloyd George, the
phoemaker premier of Eugland.

Michael Collins, head of the Irish pro-
visional government was fired on as he
|was returning from mass in Dublin

Bunday. Collins was uninjured |
udmotth-uuuuuwuw

Fire destroyed the older portiom ot
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famous Tniperial hotel at Tokio, Ja-
the .gnnex to the
was killed: The
Staff of the prince of Wales, visiting
Japan, suffered the partial destruction
‘of thelir effects,

, A dispatch to the press assoclation
[drom Carick-on-Shannon says Arthur
Griftith, guarded by armored cars and
\Free State troops addressed a crowd
in Bligo, Ireland, without interruption.
. Boldlers are reported to havo enter-
ed a church at Jalapa, Mexico and
shot several persons dead, including
the mayor. The clash is attributed to
difficulties between the civic and mili.
tary authorities,

Announcement was made recently
of the appointment of Chdw Tbu Chi
prominent Chinese tinancler and form-
er mimdster of fin"nce, as acting pre-
mier in the absence of Liang Shill Yi,
Wwho has been on “leave of absence”
for several weeks.

The miners in the province of Bis-
caya have gone on strike. Blscaya, the
northwestern of the Basque provinces.
Lorders on the Bay of Biscay, It i=
rich in fron ore,

The correspondent of the Daily Her-
ald (labor organ) at the Genoa confer.
enceé says that arcording to a mtate-
ment made privately by Premler Facta
recently recognition of soviet Russia
now s am accomplished fact. Pre
mier Facta, says the correspondent
admitted that a common understand.
Ing was reached among the allles that
meeting with the Russians on the basis
of the’ Cannes conditions implied mu-
tual recognition by the convening pow-
ers and the powers convened.

Our Great Spring
Invitation Sale

Begins Friday and Will Last for Ten Days

For weeks we have been preparing for this mam-
moth sale. Now we are ready to offer you the

most wonderful selection
one else ever offered arou

of bargains we or any
nd here.

Here area a few of those bargains:

A very high e of
17 in%?es smoo%{eadfl Elk
boots, $12.00 value, only.

- $56.95

The famous Dayton
Boots, the strongest
shoe made, $1

~ value, only

$4.95

A bif variety of men’s
and ladies’ sample dress
:ﬂwg ang g'l?:df ordfs’ ﬁ,f

e fines e of ca
kid and glazed kid, val-
" uesup to $12.00 will

go at only

A reduction on our en
tire line of Buster Brown
and Star Brand' solid
leather shoes, - . .

. A big variety all kinds
of children’s cotton and
| ;'-lckal;edf, props A
and ro
C in all shadeg

dndng;fors, per pair

10c¢. » 50c.
Dress Gingham 10 to 25¢
9-4 peperel sheeting 45¢

RAILROAD FARE REFUNDED OR
SASOLINE FREE WITH $10.00 OR
~ MORE PURCHASE

Extra heavy men’s kha-
. ki pants, $2 value -
only

'98ec.

Extra good men’s over-
alls, only

$1.25

Men’s blue denim over-
alls, 240 weight, only

95:i85c¢.

Ladies’ Gauze Vests,
only

1
10c.
The best men’s Work
‘Shirts,
79c¢.

The best ladies’ Glove
Silk Hose, $4.50
value, only

$2.95
Men’s dress shirts from
49c.° $5

Men’s all wool serge
' pants

$3.95

Men'’s dress Hats, at. .
: 98¢ to $6.00

Men’s hose . . 9¢ to 1.50
Ladies hose 10c to 3.50

YALUABLE PREMIUMS WITH EACH
- $10 PURCHASE

—
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Davidson
Department Stores
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Washington—
Senatorial etiquette, as it relates to L]
noted stage beauty, Lilllan Russell,
plunged the senate into a heated de-
bate In which counter charges were
hurled that bdth sides had alighted
her. The debate preceded the passage
of the Colt bill extending the 3 per
cent immigration law for two yeara,
Almost 2,000,000 fewer cotton

spindles were operated during March |

than in February, the monthly cotton
report of the cemsus bureau, lssued
recently, disclosed ’

The 1922 paval budget ran through
hostile waters in the house, As the

weary end of solid hours of debate was |

reached, with less than a corporal’s
guard on the floor, the air was filled
with claims by leaders opposed to the
bill's provision for mn enlisted force
of 66,000, that votes enough had been
pledged to beat it.

The question whether the name of
Christ was “censored” out of the open-
Ing prayer of the arms conference was
raised agaln In the senate. Meking
the question and answering it himself
in the affirmative, Senator Caraway,
democrat, Arkansas, produced what
he sald was & copy of a letter written
by the Rev. W. F. I Abernathy, who
delivered the prayer, saying he had
been “reminded” there would be Bud-
hists and Confucianists present, and
“told that it was the feeling that a
simple recognition of the Diety would
fill the requirements.”

Charges of human “butchery” were
made by Senator Borah, Idaho, against
General Gregorie Semenoff, Russian
agti-Bolshevik leader, were testified
to before the senate labor committee
by two leaders of the American ex-
peditionary forces in BSiberia, Brig.
Gen, Graves, commander, and Lieut
Col. Charles H. Morrow, his chief aide,
who gave instances after instances of
murder, rape and banditry which oc-
curred during the period of American
occupation of the reglon,

By a teller vote of 177 to 129 the
“blg navy" appropriation bill increuy.
ing the porsonnel from 87,000 enlisted
men and 2.000 apprentices to Lhe 80,
000 enlisted men and 6,000 apprenticos
inslated on as the minimum by Praesf
dent Harding, has passed the house.

Trade associations throughout the
country were asked by Secre'ary
Hoover to furnish voluntarily to the
commerce department statistica) in.
formation concerning industries to be
publirhed by the government for the
benetit of business and the public gen
erally, -

P N s e T T

The United States has officially rec
ognized the new government in Guats.
mala. it {8 gnnounced at the stats de
partment,

It is announced that the joint cm-
misslon of agricultural Inquiry vl
‘ecommend 4 sharp reduction in freight
rates as sppl'ed to agilculturh) prod
uete

Determined to “smoke out” the ad-
ministration's Russian policy, and to
open up, it possible, the whole secret
chapter of this government's relatious
with that country since the dowmlall

" of the czarist government. Senator Bo-

rah issued a subpoena for the appear
ance of Generdl Semenoff before the
senate committee on education and
labor, X
Bitumionus coal production at the
end of the second week of the coal
strike shows an increase over cha [first
week,

Chairman Kelley of the sub-commit-
tee on appropriations amounces that a
record vote will be demanded n the
house on the amendment to the naval
bill incremsing the enlisted strang:h
trom 67,000 to 86,000,

The war department has sold to the
Surplus Trading company of New
York city, Camp Plke, Ark., with a
considerable quantity of accumulated
atores, !

Declaring “outrageous profiteering
still continues” In the coal business,
Representstive Beck, republican, Wis-
consin, asked the house labor commit.
‘tee to secure internal rsvenue bureau
figure= regardipg profits of coal cor
pora fons for the last three years, as
revealed by thelr tax returns. He sald
it the committes did mot act on his
request he would take the f!zht to
the flocr of the house.

Domestic—

With bundreds of familles already
homéless and flood waters In Illinols
and Indiapa threatening to rise to even
greater helghts, relief agensles are re-
porting to bhe working emergetically to
ald the harasssed refugees and pre-
vent further breaks In the levees,

Enraged because her husband of
three months had followed her om a
horse after she left home in a buggy,
Mrs, Lula Walker of Memphis, Tess.,
ghot her husbend, but he will recover.

There is no foundation for the re-
port that Mary Garden will be dis-
charged as director of the Chicago
Grand Opera company, according to
the president of that company.

The tirat Arbuckle picture shown af-
ter his release drew a crowd so large
the police had to be ecalled out to pre-
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Bandits Tn St Louls, Mo., are report-

| ed to be doing a booming business.

Daily holdupe are reported, and every
time the highwaymen have gotten away
®o far,

Muobile, Ala, 18 having a jury com-
mission scandal, and the grand jury
has asked for impeachment of two
members of the jury commission, on
Abe ground that they had engendered
personal epite when they dropped two
names from a jury list.

The Gusy orphanage, a Jewish Inst}
tution of Pittsburg, Pa., was destroyed
by fire, recently, but the children got
out, by using the “fire drill” without
any injury ‘whatever,

Capt. G. 8. Little and Sgt. James L,
Johnson were killed at San Antonio
when an airplane in which they were
riding went Into a nose dive at a
height of 100 feet and fell.

Two persons were killed and two
others badly injured — one probably
mortally — when a Pennslyvania rail-
road excursion train struck thelr auto-
bile near Asbury Park, N. J.

J. Hill, white foreman for the Co-
lumbia Balvage corporation, was
blown to bita by an explosion of 20,000
pounds of black powder in an ammu-
nition salvage magazine mear the or-
dinance depot, North Charleston, S.
C. More than 60 boxcars were dam-
aged and trackage wrecked. It has
,not been determined what caused the
blast,

Returns from the 37th New York
congresional district indicate the elec-
tion of Lewis Henry, Republican, by a
majority of 2,600.

George Zabriskie, member of the com-
mittee on the revision of the Book
of Common Prayer of the Protestant
Eplscopal Church, says that women in
the United States are, in nearly all re-
spects, equal of men, and, therefore,
the promises and vows of the man and
woman and marriage should be recipro-
cal,
Hanford MacNider, natienal com-
mander of the American Leglon, asks
all newspapers to appeal to ex-dervice
men to return to their mative heaths
and seek employment, where they are
better known and most likely to se-
cure jobs, '

Charles H. Fletcher, whose name
appears on biliboards the country over
advertising Castoria, died recently at
his home in Orange, N. J.

Capt. Roald Amundsen, Arctic explo-
rer, and four flylng companions, nar
rowly escaped death at Miola, Pa.
when the monoplane in which they
were golng from New York to Cleve-
land, the first lap of a continental
Journey, turned over when It was forc-
ed down In a fleld.

‘Because he couldn't give a sufficent-
1y detailed description of hell, Charles
G McKentle, graduate of Union Theo-
logleal seminary, was refused the
right to preach by the Jersey City
presbytery.

Atlanta's annual grand opera sea-
son opens Monday, April 24, and runs
through the week, the final perform-
ance being on Baturday night. De-
apite the general business deprossion
the seat rale to date is well up to
that nf yrevious years, and there s
every indication that the season will
be a successful one.

Beaufort—A surveying party arriv- |

ed to commence work on the state
highway survey from Beaufort to th~
Craven county line, ‘They say it will
take about two months to complete
the work. Thp survey of the More-
head City link to the Craven line was
made two years aro, It is understood
that construction work on the high-
way will start this summer,

Fayetteville—Work on the surfac-
ing or resurfacing of approximately
72,000 square yards of street paving
will begin In this olty ac once. Con-
tracts for this' wotk have been lat by
the municipal boa:d of aldermen and
the Atlantic Coast Line rallroad, the
litter corporation having In charge
the paving of Ruseell street under the
old frinchise granted the Cape Fear
and Yadkin Vallev railroad.

Henderson—Henry Harris, accused
of the killing of & negro woman said
by some of the officers to have been
his common-law wife, was given a
hearing before Recorder R. J. South-
erland and sent to jall without privi-
lege of bond.

Coneord —At a recent meeting of
the Board of Aldermen of Concord, the
city was suthorized to secure the ser-
viees of a food and milk Inspector,
and at its last meeting the board se
lscted Dr. T. N. Bpencer, local veter-
narian, for the place.

Reldaville, — Some thirsty party or
parties had on & gemuine thirstand
want to the extreme of breaking inte
Sheriff Bands’ offics and stealing sev:
eral gallons of supposed moonshine,
Bome of the stuff was later recovéred

Reldeville.—Paul Coltrane, 18, of
High Point, while attempting to board
a freight train, slipped and fell to the
ground and was cut on the head and
recelved injurles about the body. A
physicisn dresspd the injury and ‘the

EXPLOSION KILLS
SEVERAL HUNDRED

FOUR HUNDRED CARLOALS OF
AMMUNITION EXPLODE AT
MONASTIR, SERBIA.

THOUSANDS  ARE  INJURED

One-half of City's Population Rendered
Homeless—Victims Mostly Chil-
dren and Soldiers.

Belgrade,~Four hundred carloads of
‘ammunition and high explosives stor-
ed near the rallroad station at Mon-
astir, southern Serbia, exploded, kill-
ing several hundred persons, wounding
thousands and virtually destroying the
hrart of the city. One-halt of the
city's population was rendered home-
less.

The victims were mostly children
:nd soldlers. A church in which chil-
dren were worshipping collapsed un-
der the detonation, while the barracks
In which 1,800 soldlers were having
lunch was destroyed.

Immediately after the explosion fire
broke out In various parts of the city,
The punle-stricken inhabitants fled to
the nearby woods and mountains from
which they watched their homes burn.
All telegraphic and telephonic com-
munication from Monastir with the
outside world was cut off. Tme first
news of the disaster reached Belgrade
. from refugees.

Pistol Battle In Birmingham.
, Birmingham, Ala—Folowing a gun-
battle police, led by Chiet Fred Me-
Duff, captured two of the three men
who are ‘bellaved to have shot Police-
man 8, 8. Crabtree. The third man es-
caped. !

Claude “Wilson, of Atlanta, one of
the captured men, wae shot once
through the breast. He was taken to
a hospital in a serlous condition.

The other man taken prisoner is
Charles Wilkes who, officers say,
broke jail in Ruanoke, Va. June 27,
1921, where he was sentenced to 36
years in the penitentiary for burg-
lary and having burglar tools in his
possession, Ha 18 in the city jall on
a charge of assault with intent to mur-
der,

Policeman A. T. Appling who was
working with Officer Crabtree at the
time he was arrested, positively Men.
tifled Wilson as one of the three men
whom he and his partner attempted to
arrest.

Additional Tax Levy Necessary.

Washington.—Levying of additional
taxes probably will be necessary to
meet the deficit of r « $350,000,
000 forecast for the facal year of 1923
by Secretary Mellon, it was sald at the
treasury.

High ofticials of the treasury, dis-
cussing the expected deficit, sald that
no consideration had yet heen glven
to means of meeting of the lack of
funds but that it was apparent that
the deficit would probably have to be
raised by taxation, as the government
"did not have anything to sell,”

Whether the deficit would run as
high as half a billion dollars, as est!-
mated by some treasury officlals,
could not be accurately determined at
this time, it was sald, as the various
contingent items of revenue and ex-
{ penditures taken into conslderation in
figuring the finances for the coming
fiscal year made an aconrate determl-
natlon of the expected deficit {mpos-
sihle. Officials asserted, however, &
considerable deficit was certain,

\
Committee Favobs Loan to Liberia.
Washington,—By a vote of 13 to 9,

the house ways and means committee

favorably reported the Fordney reso-
lutlon authorizing a Iban of $5,000,000
to the republic of Liberia.

Thé credit was first authorized In
1918 after Liberia entered the war on
the side of the Allles, but was never
put through. BSecretary Hughes, ap-
pearing before the committee, urged
that the resolution be adopted by Con-
gress “as a matter of national honor*
and denled that the legislation had
been advocated by American banking
interests, who, he sald, held only a
fraction of outstanding Liberlan bonds,

Radio Commisslon Favored.

Washington.—Legislation creating
an adjunct commission of ten to ad
vise the commerce department In the
control of radio communication will
be recommended to retary Hoover
in a report being prepared by the ra-
dio conference,

The full conference has adjourned
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subject to the call of the chair and
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MARCH FIRE L0SS

TOTAL 18 $476,452 [N STATE COM-
PARED WITH $718,188 SAME
ONTH OF 1o21,

DALY FIRE LOSS $15,862

More Than Half't‘!lo Entire Loss Fop
March Resulted From One Fire, :
a Tobacco Warshouse. i

Raleigh t
According to the official reports of
fires made to Insurance Commisaioner
Wade, the North Carolina fire loss for
March amounted to $476,462 as com-
pared with $718,166 for March, 193L
On the other hand, the fire loss of
the United Btates and Canada for
March was $39,910,750, it being an in
crease, states the commissioner, of
nearly 40 per cent over March 1921,
North Carolina also makes a good
comparative showing with the country
at large for the first quarter of the
year, the aggregate for January, Feb
jruary and March being $1,904,097 as
against §1,767,156 for the same pariod
of 1921, whereas the United States and
Canada fire loss is $107,878,060 as
«against $89,789,900 for the first quar
iter of 1931.
i There were 168 damage fires during
'March, against 132 in February; o
these 16 fires at 14 points occasioned
a loss of $5,000 and over, totaling
$336,000, leaving for the other 151
$141,462 or an average of lesa tham
1,000 each against an average loas
'for this group of $535 in February
and $1,466 in January,
i 'The average loss of the 15 fires
in the §5,000 group was $232500
against $28,960 in February and $38.
363 in January. The average dally
fire loss was $15,682 for March, $11.
829 for February and $35,000 for Jan.
uary.

More than balf of the entire loss for
March resulted from only one fire,
& tobacco warehouse and stored cotton
blt Goldsboro, with $241,600 loss.
uThree Million For Education.

» The state of North Carolina will
wpend this year for educational pun
iposes the sum of $3,267,200, not in-
cluding any money raised by the coum-
ties of'the state for school purposes
nor any bond money. The sum of
$3,267,200, as well as a further sum ot
$346,000 which is appropriated to such
insytutions as the Caswell Training
school, the Stonewall Jackson Traln.
ing school and ot™ers not 100 per cent
educational In their nature, making a
grand total of $3,612,200, comes from
he general state fund secured through
state levies upon (Incomes, corpora-
tipns, railromds’ ete. q
ractically every other state in the
umnfon leviés a state-wide ad valorem
tax for schools, and theres are very
few states where the state rate Iy less
than 76 cents on the $100 worth of
property; and this is in addition te
the Mocal county taxes which rum the
total 'assessment for achool purposes
up to' $1.25 to $1.50 per $100 valus
tion.

Included in the total of $3,613,300
I8 not only the cost of administration
for'the state department of education
and all approptiations for training ex-
tension work, the medical examination
of cijldren and the"\ support of all
state finstitutions, but. also $833,254
which 'goes to supplement the county
funds of 37 counties of\the state ia
order to\assure a six-months term for
every schopl In every county.

b TN

SHOMS DEREASE

Each coumnty before participating
the equalization fund is required, um-
der an act of the recent legislature,
to levy a county tax of not less than
39 cents, If the tAx thus levied is not
sufficlent | to provide a six months
term for each scBool, then the def-
clency in made up by the state board
of education. T4

It {s Interesting in this connection te
note tat, accrding to figures secured
from the commissioner of internal rev.
enue, there are seyen counties in the
state whose levy for school purposes
Is 30 cents or under. There were 34
counties whose ldvy was 39 cents or
less, Nine counties have a rate of #0
cents or more and 27 counties have a
rate of 60 cents or\more.

“.
Inveatigation of Coal Flelds.

The North Carolina Geological asd
Economic Survey has recenatly
od, through co-opsration with the
ed States Bureau of Mines, the
of Mr. J. J. Farbes, coal mining
neer of the bureau, to make &
of the methods of m
aration for market of
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